
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



199 January 26, 1900 

[Inclosure No. 1. — Translated in this Bureau.] 

By decision of the superior council of health, the forty -eight hours' quarantine imposed 
on arrivals from Egypt is discontinued. Vessels now at the lazarettos will have the 
benefit of this regulation. 
The entry of rags, waste, and clothing and effects in use, from Egypt, is prohibited. 

Cozzonis, 
Inspector-General. 

VENEZUELA. 

Report from Maracaibo on the destructive action of the Mauser rifle at short 

range. 

Maracaibo, December 29, 1899. 

Sir : During the 2 recent battles fought at Maracaibo I had occasion 
to observe that most of the wounds made by the firearms used in those 
fights were of a very vicious aspect, often requiring amputation of the 
limb. 

During the heavy fight at the custom-house, where I remained for 
over an hour, I examined many wounded and found that while the 
wounds of entrance had small openings yet they seemed to me to be 
larger than the size of the projectile, while the exit was much wider 
and the tissues were extensively destroyed and very ragged in connec- 
tion with compound fracture of the bones. 

Most of the arms used were Mauser rifles, and the wounds were easily 
distinguished from those made by American firearms. 

I have on several occasions conversed with our doctors upon the sub- 
ject, especially with Dr. Finol, the leader of the Hernandez party, who 
could not well explain why so many wounds were so ugly and connected 
with such fearful destruction of bones and other tissues. 

I was also told by the doctors that in many cases tetanus made its 
appearance and that the death rate was very high. 

I have examined some of the ammunition, and it seems to me that it 
is not the regular ammunition used for the Mauser rifle, but a much 
softer lead which seems to flatten out on impact. 

I understand that many old cartridges were reloaded in this eountry. 
That so many cases of tetanus have occurred with the wounded is easily 
explained, as here a slight wound from an unclean instrument or a rusty 
nail, and other minor causes, produce this terrible disease. 

The fight was mostly at short range, especially at the police head- 
quarters, where they fought at close quarters and where the machete 
also could be used in hand-to-hand fight. 

These machetes are, in the hands of men who have been used to them 
in every day's service, a very nasty weapon. The best made are Our 
American Collins of 26 inch blade and very broad and heavy. Sharp- 
ened like a razor, such a weapon in the hands of a powerful man may 
cut an antagonist in two with one stroke, as experience has proved. 

As these points may be of interest to our medical officers, I take the 
liberty to bring them to your notice. 

Eespectfully, . B. H. Plumacher, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



